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THIS 1S UNEVALUATED INFORMATION

1. Roland & Company, also known as the Ping Ch'eng (f\?ﬁ‘] ) Compary, is.at 410 -

: China ®mpcrium Duilding, 624 Queen's Road, Central, Hong Kong., The telephone. -
number 18 25408 and the cable address is "Roleot, Hong Kong. The company wag -
established in September 19LY at L10 Bank of Rast Asia Building, 10 Des Vosux
Road, Central, llong Kong, where it remained watil it moved to its present’
address in February 1950, :

. 2. The name Roland was taken from a Tientsin firm which was sovmed apd gp’erated by .
the father of the present mansger,who is XUANG Pledechi (%% iﬁ 5%%. o™ KUAKG is
a Centonese family well-known in the mining industiy in Chins “The elder KUANG

wag educated in the United States as a wining specialist and once nanaged the

fwal Ham mines. As of Jamuary 1991 be was still living in Tientsin,

3, KUANG Plel.chi was born and educabted in Tientsin, which is his permanent resie
. denece and stndied for six years at llarvard and obher institutions in the United
States. lle was engoged in trading business with Roland & Compary in Tientsin
webil late 1946, when he went to Hong Kong where he has romained. KANG had
no lmows. occupztion ox business address for two and a half ysars until Roland
& Company was Iormed in September 1949,

Lo The staff of the company numbered betwecn L0 and 50 during peak activity in
early 1950 but has been gradually reduced to about 15, including directors
and board meubers. The following is a chart of the orgenlzation of Roland & .
Company as of 1 February 1951. The names printed in red havg been dro-ped fro
the stalf, but were working for the company on 31 July 1950s@ - o 7 =
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5. At its beginning the business dealt primarily with orokerage, such as buying
soy beans in Iorth China and reselling them to Taiwan. In Decenber 1949 the
firmis shipping vuriness bepan vith the chartering of LECHI BRE, which was
put on scheduled runs between Hong Keag and Swatow. In early 1950, the CLOVER-
1NCY and LADY VOLMIR were purchased t.ru the theelock sarden Company and
schedules imitiated from Hong Kong te Swatow, Amoy, llentsin, and Tsingtao.
Chartering of the SAT ERI™ST), LIMDA NLLER, FLSIT YOLLER, JOsT AN MOLLER,
RSP, and TETAD VYTISAY:S soon follow de From July 1950 on, the buginess began
to decline, however, and the CIOVERL) K was sold. Since that time the other
shiv chrrters have expired snd the [im's other nronervy, the L.DY UOLNTER, was
chartered to the Holly Shimdng Compa y for Hong Kong~“hanghal runs.

S, The comany's interests have returned to trading rather then to shivping. It
maintains apents in Swatow, \noy, Henkow, Foochow, Chinchizng (110-3L, 2h-5L),
Haikou, Veihai, Tientsin anc Tsingbac, rreviously Rolsnd had offices in
Canton, Swatowr, llailkou and thanrhal, but these have been shut dovm temporarily.
The commany has excellent bucinecs connections with Chinese Compmunist trading
bureaus in Suatow, lsikou, kioy and Foochxy and with affiliated government-
operzted transportation comunics, As of Jonuary 1951, about ten motorized
junks of 1C0-ton size were operated by ‘Folend -5 Comoany. The engines ard diesel,
and one of the company's sources of revenue is the covert resale ol aboub 50 tons
of diesel cil per we=k in the Jacao arca. This oil,; which is sllecated at llong
Kong, can be turned over at a heavy profit, but each junk contributes only a
small quantity to the total in order to avoid discovery wheg the vescels re-
turn to iiong Kongo

7. Up to December 1950, Roland & Comvany had been an agent for phe Tulien Trage
Sureau in collaboration with the Feng Chleng (Fong Ching) (4 ,ﬁi( } Coinpat
of fmoy. The Fong Ching Compunys, ohich had its ilong ¥Xong branch in the offices
of the Fukien Provincial DBank, Ice House Street, Hong Xomg, is orpronizged as fol-
lows:

ruklen Trade “ureau t

s rectors SHIUC (2)

: ;\.;153— Trading Sureau

‘Director: LY Tzu-fen (ﬂ ﬁ'{g )!

fFong Ching Compenyl
///‘_ - v :m....“::_: T T et e
oy e " Foochow

i

AN |

cagers_FU tai-chao ({1 [_).f-’s.»‘)_) R tauhzo (72 5 5% )|
{
|

{ Hanchisng (11905, 25-28) ‘
Lok ! T I
vanager: CHEN Keng=sun | ﬂ_ﬁf 4) “anaper: LIU Chao-chin ( P 53 )
Pp iRy TR PUREL L EE R S B e Lbakaial T

8, Relations between Roland and the Fong Ching Company were very cordial from the
beginning. Roland becane ond of the chief supuliers of [lour and petroleum
products to imoy and further bettered its position by providing its ovn ships
and securing transportation Tor othcr shipments to Fukien, such as cement,
raw materials, gunny sacks. armonia sulphate and ruvber tires. It was through
the recommendations of Fony Ching Company officinls that Lolsnd established branch
offices in Tientsin, Tsingiao and Shanghai.

Hong Kong |
i
|

9. The Fong Ching Company was primarily resvonsible for the arrangement of trans-
portation of cotton yarm, thread, flour, soya -nd petroleum products between
Hanchiang end Tsingtao; of cement from Fukien to Tientsing and of tea from lan-
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chiang to Tientsin and Tsingtao. The company vas frequently authorized to
cut red tapey for example, in June 1950 it vas knowm to have had bunkering
furnished to Rolund's vesscls as follows:

at Tienbtsin: - 90 tons of bunker oil to the CIDVERLICK.
at Hanchiang: 20 tons of high-specd diesel oil to the ELSIE MOLLER -
at, danchaipn: 20 tons of bunker oil to the CLOV-RLOCK.

However, Roland's connection with the Fong Ching Company ended in December
1950, vhen the latter company‘'s office in !llong Kong closed down and was re-
placed by ung Ta (Wing Tai)( ;¥ 4 ) Company,” Victory BSuilding, T.yndhan Street,
Hong Kong, The Wing Tai Company’ acts as purehasing and sales agents not only
for the Fukien, Amoy amd Swatow Trade Bureaus, but also for the Shanznai arnd
Tientsin Trade Pureaus, Personnel of the Fong Ching Company, together with
personnel of the Fukien Provincial 3ink in Hon, Konggwhich also c¢losed; were
absorbed by the Universal Development Company,® HNan Yangl Bank and the Ling Tai
Company itsclf. In mid-February 1951, the Yuen Tung Steamship Compa had
finished moving into the offices vacated by the Fukien Bank.

Since the closing of the Fong Ching Company, VU Haf-kuang (A /,"a A")) has
directly represcnted the Fukien Trade Bureau and vorks through the offices of
the Ting Tai Coupany. lle retains finnl authoritly over all purchases and Lrans=
portation and has the authority of over—draft facilities not exceeding liK
31,000,000, on the Pao Seng 3ank.?

LIU Chao-ching, former representative of the Fong Ching Company in Honp HKong,
has been promoted to an undetermined position since the closing cowvn of the
firm, but still resides in Hong Kong at 1 Sunning Road, Cnsusewmay Lay, llong Yong,
and maintains an spartment at an unlmown address on Prince Bévard Road, Kow-
loon. He was the only knuxm representative of the company in Hong Kong, al-
though he dvew freely on the stafi of the Fulien sank for assistance.

P
le m@@’gg In carly October KUANG Ch'i-tsan (}% Péf ¥@ ), manager of
& Ping Ghleng Company, Hong Kong, purchased the HSINC CHEH (!’lﬂ* é’/p() ,
700 tong and the CHAO LU (% fj}_), 300 tons, for the Chinese Communists.

hecordins %o this report, the main job of the company, which was set up

by the Amoy Trading Dureauy, was to buy ships for the Chinese Communisis.

2c| ICOmrnent. TAO Tung-hsin (’,"_ra /'S_,\-i‘), an employee of Rolend & Company,
Tho was in ciose contact with Commmist purchasing agents in Hong Kongo.

3. | |C<)rmnen‘t. Althouph the characters are the same, it avnears Prom the
FaTes actually used byother persons involved, that these are two Beparate

jndividusls. See Attachment Ao

L’ol |Commento The Feng Sheng (3},’ i} ) Company, first floor Iulkien Proe
Vineial San: building, Hong Kong, mimaged by LIU Ch'ac-chun (%’;J L4 E Ys
48 an affilinta of the Amaw Tradine Baavd, | | /

S | Comnento. In July the .ine Tal Company, an agency of the Chinese Com-
monst government, was to deliver a 10,000-spindle factory bought by the
‘anchurien lleavy Industry Jureau. | |

6 Comment. The Universal Development Compsny, 18 Ice House Street, is
an Ggent for ohe Bast China Import Com»any of Shanghal.

’,’wl |Corxrmentm The ¥an Yong Gank, 167 Des Vosux Road, handles most of the
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